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FOREWORD 


HE NAVAJO Indian rug or blanket, no longer a mere curio, is 
now an article of real service so well known and extensively used 
that it is not intended here to go into any general and lengthy 
description of it. It is one of the writer’s conceits, that he has 
played a part in its introduction equal to that of any other; and 
firm conviction, that his part in bringing it up to its present high 
standard of excellence, so fully deserving the high esteem in which 
it is now held; is second to that of no other. Beginning some fifteen years back as an 
Indian trader in a rather small way, I have labored unceasingly with and among these 
Navajo weavers, inducing them to weave better, finer, cleaner and handsomer rugs 
on the one hand; and just as persistently on the other, to convince the buying public 
of the real worth and better value of this better product. 

In the light of past experience, I doubt if I would enter again on the proposition 
if set back to the time of beginning. But once in it, have never been able yet to find a 
place where I could quit. It has not been easy. In the beginning I had stubborn and 
conservative workers in these Navajo women, and a discredited product to contend with 
on one hand; and on the other, a prejudice and lack of knowledge that has proved 
harder to break down and overcome than I had anticipated. 

But, measured by results, I have not failed in either. My weavers are today 
making more and finer rugs than ever in their history, and their work is selling more 
readily, and at prices partially proportioned to its better value, than ever before. Re¬ 
sistance, stubborn, hurtful, and senseless opposition on the part of the weavers, has given 
place to cheerful co-operation, good natured rivalry and friendly strife for excellence in 
their work. Prejudice and indifference on the part of the public, is giving way to 
active interest and a substantial demand when and wherever my fine rugs are let in to 
plead their own cause. 

Not the least part of my satisfaction in what has been accomplished, is the greatly 
increased prosperity and better conditions of life that has come to the people among 
whom I live and work, as their earning power has grown. But, I am no philanthropist 
and must disclaim any philanthropic motives for my part in it. I saw, or at least be¬ 
lieved that I saw, in their dormant skill and patience a business opportunity, provided 
they could be aroused, encouraged and led on to do their best; and a market for their 
product could be established. It seemed my one best business proposition at the time 
and I played it, realizing, that if I would prosper myself I must help my workers to 
prosper too—if they prospered, that I would come in for a share with them at least. 

And now, I am seeking your business on precisely this same basis and no other. 
If you ever should buy a Navajo rug, I propose making it to your interest to buy of me. 
For every dollar of your money that I ask, expect or may ever get; I pledge you full 
value and more than it will buy in like quality and quantity from any other. More: 
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I promise you a quality that no price whatever will secure from another, unless it comes 
first from me, and at a RIGHT PRICE TOO. 

This claim is not intended as a knock on anybody’s goods. Any good Navajo 
rug is worth all you pay for it no matter from whom you buy it. But MY fine ones 

are a REAL and not a claimed specialty. They are in a class by themselves no 

other has their like and there is no competition in them. There is just the one BEST 
quality, and that is the J. B. MOORE rugs, woven exclusively for him by the Crystal, 
N. Mex. colony of Navajo weavers. Our weavers are better paid than any others, 
but they do better work and that is WHY they do it. Our finest rugs may be higher 
priced than those of some others, but they are finer and better worth their price. And, 
you cannot get their equal from any other at any price unless, it may be from some one 
who first bought them here. 

You are not asked or expected to accept my bare statement for this. See the 
goods and then decide. I will ship on approval and if you are not wholly satisfied, 
ship back at my expense. This is the kind my rugs are. I gladly take all risk of 
return expense for the chance of having you see them. A satisfied customer is worth 
more to me than any one sale. He or she, frequently come back with re-orders. At 
least, they will not turn away from me friends who may want similar goods. 

GRADES OR CLASSES, AND PRICES 

Our rugs are in two distinct grades, the difference being so clearly defined as to 
be apparent upon the most casual examination and comparison. 

The first or SPECIAL grade classed “ER-20” differ from all others in that we 
first buy the wool, select only the best and most suitable of it, ship it away, have it 
scoured and thoroughly cleaned, and shipped back. It is then spun into yarn and dyed 
in the yarn, with a very superior and different dye too, than that used in the trade woven 
rugs; thus insuring even and absolutely fast colors. 

This wool is then issued out to weavers who have proven their skill by their work, 
just sufficient for one rug at a time, and with each is given a measure for the size it is 
to be. If the weaver is known to be strong on originating handsome designs, she is 
left to work out the pattern in her own way. But not all good weavers are good de¬ 
signers ; so, for those who are not, we furnish patterns from our cuts, or from other rugs 
in stock for them to work to. Invariably, each will add some touch of individuality 
to her work and there is never any danger of monotony, no matter how many we may 
have weaving out designs that others have originated. There is always some difference 
between any two rugs. 

In this way we get a finished product carrying a richness and evenness of color, 
colors that are absolutely fast and guaranteed so, a smoothness of texture and finish, 
impossible in any other; and a beauty of pattern not to be had in the second grade one 
time in hundreds. Nor, is durability or any other point of excellence sacrificed, but 
on the Cf ntrary, all are greatly enhanced. 

Having each and every one made of precisely the same material and under de¬ 
finite specifications, the only difference in value between any two of the grade is that of 
size and the varying quality of workmanship inevitable in the handwork of the different 
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weavers. So it is, that we have this class well standardized and there is no great range 
of prices for them other than that governed by size. 

Regular stock sizes range from about 45x76 inches to about 6x9 feet. Some 
few are larger and some others smaller. We can and do, have them made in special 
size and color scheme and pattern to suit the customer, when one is willing to wait and 
allow us the necessary time in which to have it done. 

Prices—Based on size and per square foot of spread of the rug, with due allow¬ 
ance for difference in quality of workmanship of each. Range, according to quality, 
per square foot, from 90c to $1.00. 

For example: A 45x75 inch rug squares about 23}/2 square feet. At 90c 
its price would be $21.00; at $1.00 per sq. ft., it will be $23.50. A 6x9 ft. size, 
54 square feet, would be, at 90c, $47.50; and at $1.00 per sq. ft., $54.00. The 
same proportion governs on all sizes, whether stock or made on special order. 

We prepay transportation charges when cash is sent with order. In other cases 
we allow charges to be deducted from invoice when goods have been received and 
accepted. We ship on approval and if goods are not satisfactory when received and 
examined they may be returned at our expense. WE DO NOT PREPAY ON 
APPROVAL SHIPMENTS. THE CUSTOMER MUST BE WILLING 
TO ACCEPT THE ONE WAY COST RISK AS AN EVIDENCE OF 
GOOD FAITH. All advance payments cheerfully refunded if goods are not entirely 
satisfactory and are returned for any reason. 










SECOND OR TOURIST GRADE, Class “T-XX” 

Ours in this grade are of the same material, made in the same way, as those of 
all others stocks, and differ from them only in the better average of quality, colors and 
designs. All our special work weavers have had first to prove their skill by their 
superior work on this grade and must continue to do so. As all ambitious young 
weavers are now eager to get on this special work, they have an incentive to do their 
best here that is not found anywhere else and they DO it. So, even our second ciass 
is often better than the first class of others, and prices no higher. 

Starting with wool raw from the sheep’s back, every stage in the process of making 
this class is Indian handwork of the hardest kind. Most difficult of all is getting the 
wool properly cleaned, and there is only the one way in which it can be done under 
their methods. This is by the use of the Indian vegetable soap, or crushed root of the 
Yucca plant growing in the country. The process is so laborious that it is seldom 
resorted to and is never done except when a weaver takes it into her head to make a 
specially fine rug and is assured of a price for it proportioned to her labor and its 
quality. Consequently, the few such that are made cost as much as our finest 
“ER-20” class and some few even more. 

Ordinarily, some of the class are very well cleaned, others just well cleaned, still 
others only partially cleaned and others yet, hardly cleaned at all. Good and fast 
colors are impossible on greasy or dirty wool no matter what the quality of the dye is. 
This explains the emphasis laid on cleanliness in all that has been said, and besides, it 
is a very desirable attribute in itself, materially adding to the quality and value of the 
rugs. 















The weaver’s fancy being the 
governing factor in all this class 
of work, there is a much wider 
range of sizes as well as quality 
in it, and there is no such thing as 
standardizing it. It does happen 
at times that we have patterns 
and sizes as desired in it and are 
glad to send them when we have. 
But more often we have not, and 
the best we can do is to substitute 
the nearest we may have and let 
it go at that. No certain size in 
a certain pattern can be promised. 

Some of the rugs are very fine 
and beautiful, but not all are, 
and some are anything but nice 
and handsome. Sizes may be 
said to run from 3x5 feet up to 
5x8 feet, with some both larger 
and smaller. 


IW—.. J^nces-Are I 

more difficult problem than in the 

By permission Sim Schwemberger. i i n 

h.K-ZU class, where all are 

uniformly fine. The old way, 
when all Navajo rugs were of 
uniformly poor quality, was to 
sell per lb. of weight, and for a goodly portion of this grade it is yet perhaps as good 
a way as any. The very reasonable objection to this weight basis is, that no one who 
buys rugs on it can quite escape buying along with them a percentage of dirt and 
grease, and the less he pays per lb. the greater the percentage, and the less real rug he 
gets in proportion. On the other hand, the seller can hardly set a price on such basis 
that will bring him or the weaver an adequate return on the best work of the grade, 
and in the extra fine ones, he HAS to come to the price per piece in the end. 

Yet, there are still those who insist on pound quotations and I give them here as 


mud 


NAVAJO RUG IN THE MAKING. 

Weaver af work. 


Coarse and common weaves, ordinary hand-washed wool, color and pattern work, 
heavy in proportion to size, all sizes, at $1.00 per lb. 

Better quality weave, cleaner, better colors and patterns, lighter weights in propor¬ 
tion to size, at $1.25 per lb. 

Fine, firm and solid weaves, very well cleaned, good colors and patterns, very 
durable, at $1.50 per lb. 

Very fine weave, and nearly perfectly clean, finest colors and patterns, all sizes, 
at up to $2.00 per lb., according to quality. 
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Extra fine and perfectly cleaned, per piece, $10.00 to $50.00 each, according 
to size and quality. 

I have no saddle blankets nor common ones to quote. 

Any of the grade will be shipped on approval with the understanding that the 
customer assumes all transportation costs both ways in case of return; and that no de¬ 
ductions on this account be allowed from invoice price in case of acceptance. We will 
ship, prepay, allow deductions from invoice price, on the extra fine ones of this grade, 
priced per piece, just the same as on the “ER-20” class, but only on these, of this 


A FEW HINTS FOR THE CUSTOMER IN ORDERING 

You always get the best value for your money in the higher priced rugs. You 
will be, and must be, pleased in these, and are assured against the possibility of buying 
and paying for a thing not satisfactory, by the return privilege allowed on all fine rugs. 

You get just the size, the colors, and the pattern wanted, if you order from the 
“ER-20” class. If it is not in stock when your order comes, and you are willing to 
allow us a reasonable time in which to have it done, we will have it made for you 
especially. In this way you get something exclusive without the least danger of any 
other ever having something just like it. 

Do not order the best quality and stipulate the lowest price. We wish in all 
cases to give the best possible value for the money and know that we do it, but I nor 
no other can sell our best goods for our lowest prices. 


Schwemberger. 

NAVAJO RUG IN THE MAKING—The finished job. 
(Do you recognize the XXIV pattern?) 
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PLATE XIV 


Designed and Woven by “Be-leen Al-pi Be-gay Eh-son.” 

For J. B. Moore, Indian Trader and Collector, Crystal, New Mexico. 

From “T-XX” class, original rug about 38x76 inches size. Makes up equally well in gray, 
white and black; but is handsomest done in red with gray central diamond and centers to large end 
figures. Later work has a much improved border and the rugs are handsomer than cut suggests. 

Present stock sizes about 40x82-4 inches up to 54x108, “ER'20” class. Made in any size and 
color scheme on spxecial order. 

Price, “ER-20” class, 90c to $1.00 per square foot, or for 40x82 size, $20.00 to $23.00, and 
larger or smaller in proportion. 

Occasionally we have some similar in pattern in “T-XX" class, at prices from $1.00 to $2.00 
per lb., according to quality. These are never made to order and special sizes and colors in this 
class are impossible. 
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PLATE XV 


Designed and Woven by “Keh-yez-zhie be-Ma. ” 

For J. B. Moore, Indian Trader and Collector, Crystal, New Mexico. 

From “ER-20” class, original rug about 5x7 ft. size. Makes up equally well in gray, black 
and white, and done in natural brown, red and indigo blue, white outlined as shown; it is one of the 
most beautiful things we can get. 

The pattern is one of the most typical and generally worked of any we show. Almost a half 
of the “T-XX” class rugs are woven in some variation of it, and have always been. Gray is gen¬ 
erally used now instead of the blues, ais cut shows, and is an improvement. Frequently a border is 
woven around, and this also gives the rug a more finished and complete appearance. 

Present stock sizes, “ER-20” class about 45x76 inches up to 66x96 inches. Price, 90c to $1.00 
per sq. ft., according to quality; or, $21.00 to $23.50 for small size and larger or smaller in propor¬ 
tion. Made to order in any size and color scheme desired if not in stock, and for same price in 
proportion to size. 

In “T-XX” class, we generally have quite a range of sizes and pattern variations, for $1.00 to 
$2.00 per lb., according to quality. Not made to order in this class. 
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PLATE XVI 


Designed and Woven by "Meh-li-to be Day-zhie.” 

For J. B. Moore, Indian Trader and Collector, Crystal, New Mexico. 

From “ER-20” class, original rug about 5x7'/2 ft. size. Original colors, red, white, black and 
indigo blue, but of late blue is seldom used. Gray is sometimes substituted for it with good effect. 
More often the rug is simply a three-color of red, white and black. Makes up well in gray, white 
and black also. 

‘’ER-20” class, stock sizes 45x76 inches up to 65x96 inches, and price, 90c to $1.00 per sq. ft., 
or $21.00 to $23.50 for smaller size; and up or down according to size for all. Made to order in 
any size and color scheme desired, when not in stock and for same price in proportion. 

Occasionally done in “T-XX” class, and price, $1.00 to $2.00 per lb., when we have it. Not 
made to order in this class. 










PLATE XIX 


Woven and designed by “Haslin Deet-sl Be Ahd.” 

From “T-XX” class, original about 5x7 feel size. This striking and original pattern has been 
one of our best sellers ever since its appearance and is still one of the most popular. Makes up 
in gray, white and black, or in red, while and black equally well. 

“ER-20” class, stock sizes about 48x72 up to 6x8 feet or more. Price, 90c to $1.00 per sq. ft., 
or $21.50 !o $24.00 for small size, and up or down, in proportion. Made to order in any size and 
colors desired when not in stock, but it is a pattern that we always have up and being woven in the 
stock sizes, so that we are very seldom out in these. 

Sometimes done in “T-XX" class and fine quality. Prices, $1.50 to $2.00 per lb., according 
to quality, and a few extra fine ones at $20.00 to $30.00 each, according to size and quality. Not 
made to order in this class. 
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PLATE XX 


Woven and designed by “Hastin Kellie es-klinigi Bit-se.” 

From “T-XX” class, original about 5*4x7 ft. size. This simple but striking pattern, popular 
from the first, is still bolding its own and much in demand. It looks well in the medium sizes and 
is very effective in the large and extra-large size. 

“ER-20” class, about 48x72 inches up to 6x8 feet and larger. Price, 90c to $1.00 per sq. ft., 
or $21.50 to $24.00 for smaller size, and up or down in proportion to size. Seldom made in colors 
other than shown but can be made to order in any size colors desired at proportionate price. 

Very rarely produced in the “T-XX" class and not made to order in it. Price, when in stock, 
$1.00 to $2.00 per lb. 
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PLATE XXI 


Woven and designed by “Hastin Sin-nol-so-si Be-Ahd.” 

From “ER-20” class, original about 44x98 inches and designed as a special order couch cover. 
About the same proportions of width and length are adherred to in making it, and in suitable size, 
it is just the thing for which it was originally brought out. In other sizes, it is well adapted for rug 
use in places where its dimensions make it suitable. 

Stock sizes about 38x78 inches up to about AxS'/z ft. Price, “ER-20” class, 90c to $1.00 per 
sq. ft., or $19.00 to $21.50 for small size, and up or down, for larger or smaller in proportion. 

Quite a few in some variation of the pattern and colors in T-XX class. Prices. $1.00 to $2.00 
per lb., according to size and quality. Not made to order in this class. 
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PLATE XXII 

Woven and designed by “Hastin Dug-agh-elh-lun Be-Ahd.” 

From “ER-20” class, original about 52x84 inches. The half-tone cut fails to give anything like 
a fair impression of what the pattern is really like in the rug. It is a very handsome one in any 
color combination and especially striking when done in red, black and white. In later work the border 
has been greatly improved by change of figure carrying some red. In most too, when the rug is 
still done in the gray effect, some red is added to the field figure making this one the most striking 
effective patterns that we can show. 

“ER-20” class, sizes about 45x76 inches up to 6x9 ft. Price, 90c to $1.00 per sq. ft., or $21.00 
to $23.50 for small sizes, and up or down, for larger or smaller. Made in any size color combina¬ 
tion desired for proportionate prices. 

Sometimes, but not often done in “T-XX” class and not made to order at all in the class. 
Price, when we have them, $1.00 to $2.00 per lb. 
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PLATE XXIII 


Woven and designed by "Bi-Leen A!pi Bi-zha-ahd." 

From “T-XX” class, original about 56x86 inches size. Same weaver that designed the XIV 
pattern. Has been a very popular one since it has come out, and probably a greater number of it 
has been made and sold than any other one pattern we have. Makes up well in red, white and black; 
also in red effect with gray or natural brown figure added. 

‘‘ER-20” class, sizes about 45x76 inches up to 6x9 ft. Price, 90c to $1.00 per sq. ft., or $21.00 
to $23.50 for small sizes, up or down for others in proportion. Made to order in any size and 
colors if we happen not to have it in stock. 

Very rarely done in the “T-XX” class and not made to order in it. Price, if we chance to 
have it, $1.00 to $2.00 per lb. 
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PLATE XXIV 

Woven and designed by “Bi-leen Alpi Bi-zha-ahd.” 

From “T-XX” class, original about 5 x 71/2 f*- s'^e. By same weaver as XIV and XXIII pat¬ 
tern. Very handsome in colors as shown and seldom varied much, though we have a few done 
in red, white and black which are very pretty. 

“ER-20” class, sizes about 45x76 inches up to 6x9 ft. Price, 90c to $1.00 per sq. ft., or $21.00 
to $23.50 for smaller ones, and up or down according to sizes. Made in any size and colors wished 
for proportionate price. 

Sometimes done in “T-XX” class, and we have a few such on hand now. $1.00 to $2.00 per 
lb., according to quality. Not made to order in this class. 
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PLATE XXV 

Special Design and Weave by * Yeh-del-spah-bi-Mah. 

From “ER-20” class, original 64x85 inches in size. A new pattern that has not been introduced 
yet, but one which we are confident will prove a “winner.” Will be made up as shown and in 
other colors according to the weaver’s fancy, and as the results of their variations show. 

“ER-20” class, stock size 45x76 inches up to 6x9 feet. Price, 90c to $1.00 per square foot, or 
$21.00 to $23.50 for small ones, and up or down for others in proportion. Made to order in any size 
and colors desired at prices proportioned to size. 

None in “T-XX” class. Not made to order in this class. Price, $41.00. 
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PLATE XXVI 

Special Design and Weave by “Bit-se-bi-Gay-bit-Se.” 

From ‘‘ER-20” class, original 64x84 inches in size. A new design and one that we expect much 
of in future and will have worked to in variations of color from now on. 

“ER-20” class, stock sizes 45x76 inches up to 6x9 feet and price 90c to $1.00 per square foot, 
or $21.00 to $23.50 for small sizes, up or down for larger or smaller. Made to order in any size 
or colors desired for same price in proportion to size. 

None in “T-XX” class. Not made to order in this class. Price, $33.50. 
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PLATE XXVII 

Special Design and Weave by “Pesh-la-kai-eih-lin bi Ahd.” 

From “ER-20” class, original 70x93 inches in size. This very unusual and original pattern is 
beautiful in colors shown, and will no doubt work up equally handsome in other color variations. 
It is destined to be very popular and its making will be pushed through the coming winter. 

■■ER-20” class, stock sizes 48x70 inches up to 6x8 feet. Price, 90c to $1.00 per square foot, 
or $21.00 to $23.50 for small size, up or down for others in proportion. Made to order in any size 
and colors desired for the same price in proportion. 

None in the ■^T-XX” class, nor will not be made in that. Price, $42.50. 
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Special Design and Weave by “Dug-gau-eth-lun bi Dazhie.” 


From “ER-20” class, original 64x92 inches in size. This pattern is one of the really legendary 
designs embodying a portion of the Navajo mythology. Not many weavers will do it for super¬ 
stitious reasons and on that account its production is practically confined to one family or clan. It 
is an improved adaptation of Plate IX, also originated by this same woman, and done in red, white 
and black. She, and her immediate relatives, have been making it as shown here for two or three 
years past, and the rug has never failed to satisfy when shown to a prospective buyer. The trouble 
has been to get enough of them made, and to overcome this is the main purpose of this engraving. 
With the pattern for a working model, we hope to get other weavers to making it. 

“ER-20” class, size 45x75 inches up to 6x9 feet and price, 90c to $1.00 per square foot, or 
$21.00 to $23.50 for small, and up or down, according to size. Made to order in any size and colors 
desired at price in proportion to size, but the colors shown can hardly be improved upon. 

Very rarely done in the “T-XX” class, but at $1.00 to $2.00 per lb., if we should chance to 
have any. Not made to order in this class. 


PLATE XXVIII 
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PLATE XXIX 

Special Design and Weave by “Toh-di-chene bi Ahd.” 

From “ER-20” class, original about 64x98 inches in size. Entirely new design and one of the 
handsomest that we have ever had. It ought to take, and there is little doubt but what it will. This 
rug will never fall to please. It will stand color variations well too, and these will come in time. 

‘‘ER-20" class, stock size 45x76 Inches up to 6x9 feet. Price, 90c to $1.00 per square foot, or 
$20.00 to $23.50 for small, and up or down, according to size. Made to order in any size and 
colors for same price per size. Original rug sold on sight to first party who saw it, for $50.00. 

None in "T-XX" class. Not made to order in this grade. 
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PLATE XXX 

Special Design and Weave by “Bi-leen Al-pai-bi-zha-Ahd.” 

From “ER-20” class, original 75x115 inches in size. Designed by the weaver of XIV, XXI11 
and XXIV patterns, and is only another one of her all-beautiful originals. She will never weave 
after a pattern designed by another nor can she be induced to duplicate one woven by herself once 
she has done it. Every piece she makes is well worthy of illustration and preservation, could it be 
afforded. 

“ER-20” class, stock sizes 45x76 inches up to 6x9 feet, price 90c to $1.00 per square foot or 
$20.00 to $23.50 for small, up or down for others, according to size. Made in any size and colors 
to order for proportionate prices, and will no doubt work up beautifully in all colors. 

None in “T-XX” class. Not made to order in this class. Price, $60.00. 
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PLATE XXXI 

Special Design and Weave by “Chas-cin-ni-bit-See." 

From “T-XX” class, original 60x90 inches in size, Woven from natural brown undyed and 
unmixed wool as it came from the sheep’s back. The quantity of this wool is very limited, but by 
great effort we have managed to buy up sufficient to make quite a few rugs. We have these same 
colors worked up into the XV pattern as mentioned, but this is an entirely new design and one of the 
most “catchy” rugs we have ever had. Original sold on sight to the first party who saw it, for $40.00. 

We will have a few more rugs like it but not many, and on account of the scarcity of the brown 
wool and the price we have had to pay for it in consequence; these will be our highest priced rugs. 

Having the wool scoured and perfectly cleaned, those from our own material will now take the 
“ER-20” class, but must average about 10 per cent, higher in price than the other colors in the class. 
They will be made in regular stock sizes from 45x76 inches up to 6x9 feet, but mostly in large sizes. 
Price, $1.00 to $l.l2)/2 per square foot. 

The few we have in “T-XX” class are extra fine, and all large sizes, from about 5x7 feet or 
up. Prices from $35.00 up, according to size, and there will be few made that are cheaper. Not 
made to order in this class. 
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Continued from page 8) 


We are always glad to have your 
preferences as to colors and patterns 
and such other matters as may sug¬ 
gest themselves to you. But we can¬ 
not promise to follow instructions 
exactly in the “T-XX” class. We 
will send just what you order if we 
can, but if we cannot, will send the 
nearest like it and the best we can 
for the price. The specifications 
will be of help in making the selec¬ 
tions in any event. 

You may safely leave a selection 
to us, and we guarantee full protec¬ 
tion to your interests when this is 
done. 


ILLUSTRATIONS 

We have aimed to make of this the most complete and profusely illustrated cata¬ 
logue of Navajo rugs that has yet been issued, and are confident that it is. 

But for all that, it shows a very light proportion of our many handsome and 
original patterns. Expense of engraving and printing compels us to confine our illus¬ 
trations to merely a few of the more handsome and typical good things that come our 
way. And these must be of a design that other good weavers than the originator, can 
easily follow out in essentials. A good many are so intricate as to be impracticable, 
and among these are some of our handsomest rugs too. 

Some of our first illustrations are now nearly obsolete, others not in print because 
of battered plates, though some of the patterns are still made and in good demand too. 

VC hile the rugs are the main thing in this business, it is not the only thing by any 
means, and some of the half-tones show an altogether different side to the many sided 
Indian trader life among these people. Our first thought of course is to get them to 
weave for us and for us only, all the fine rugs they possibly can, and then find a buyer 
for these. But it is also our mission here to buy any and everything the Navajo has 
to sell; his wool and pelts, his farm produce when he has any, the surplus of his 


By permission Sim Schwemberger. 

“BI-LEEN AL-PAI BI ZHA AHD.” 

The Navajo weaver who set a standard of excellence 
at once the admiration and despair of all other weavers. 
Designer of patterns XIV, XXIII, XXIV and XXX. 


More than it’s worth for every 
dollar of your money is our aim, 
and we’ll see that you get it, 
whether you buy one or a dozen 
rugs. 

Honest goods, honest values, no 
misrepresentation, prompt service 
and fairest business methods are 
yours to command of us. 








flocks, herds of cattle and horses—any and everything that he has which he wants 
to turn into cash; and then it is up to us to find a market for it in turn. And, it is 
also our purpose to sell him in turn, all his supplies, groceries, dry goods, clothing, 
wagons, harness and saddles, everything in fact that he has need for and the money to 
buy with; or, as much of it as we possibly can. Nor, is there room for failure in any 
of these many things for the man who would make a success of Indian trading. He 
must be onto his job all the time, and see to it that he is not overmatched by as clever 
a people as ever worked their way up from savagery. 

The few half-tones are included here in the belief that the scenes and touches of 
the life depicted by them will prove of interest to some of my readers, even though sev¬ 
eral of them have no relation whatever to the rugs and their weaving. 

After more than fifteen years among them I myself, find a never failing source of 
interest in studying these people, their habits of thought, and the motives actuating them. 
Judging from the interest manifested by those with whom I come in contact when out 
and away from here, there will be some among my readers who will be interested in 
anything pertaining to these Bedouins of the great Southwestern Desert. Let this be 
my apology for intruding some things entirely foreign to my subject. 

Yours truly, 

J. li. MOO UK 

(U. S. Licensed Indian Trader.) 

Crystal, Navajo Reservation, N. Mex. 


PRESERVE THIS BOOKLET 
You will want to turn to it again sometimes. It does not tell all 
But It DOES tell FACTS. 
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CRYSTAL, NAVAJO RESERVATION, NEW MEXICO. 

Inside view of store. 
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NAVAJO SUMMER HOME, 
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NAVAJO WINTER HOME. 
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HASTIN BE-CHAI BI AHD. 

Representative type of the 
well to do Navajo 
matron 
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‘HASTIN BBE-CHAl BI-NO-LI’ 
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CRYSTAL, NAVAJO RESERVATION, NEW MEXICO. 

View from hill Yi mile East. 
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BUYING NAVAJO CATTLE AT CRYSTAL 
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chiefs, “BI-LEEN-KLA-ZHIN” (Black Horse) 
on the right. Both dead now. 












